84                              Holies.

not seeing that speech has in the first instance a purely
natural origin among men as they are constituted, how-
ever it may later receive all manner of voluntary, and, in
a sense, arbitrary developments. None the less he is
the first of modern thinkers to recognise the now well-
established truth, that intellectual action becomes effective
according as it works itself out in a progressive system
of expression.

It is, however, only as names are systematically com-
bined into speech, in the form of Proposition, that they
become, according to Hobbes, the instrument of general
knowledge, going beyond mere experience; and while
he divides names in various ways after the manner
of the logicians, the point of real importance is to
determine the character of the General Name which
enters as term into proposition. A name, he says, is
called common or universal when it is given to any one
of many things from which we derive a like conception,
or is .imposed upon many several things for their simili-
tude in some quality or accident. " Universal" is not
the name of anything actually existing, as if besides all
single men there existed man-in-general (which would
be taking the name for the thing it signifies); nor is it
the name of any idea or phantasm formed in the mind;
but it is always the name only of some word (vox) or
name. What corresponds to the general name in the
world of reality is the multitude of similar individual
things, of each of which it is the name. What answers
to it in the mind is the image or phantasm of some one
of the resembling tilings so designated, but it may be
any one; as when a painter drawing the picture of
a man in general, though he may choose what man